
Hello, my name is Jim Ceplina.  To start with a little bit about myself, I was born and 

raised in central Wisconsin in the Town of Dewey and have lived in the area my entire 

life.   By trade, I work in Information Technology and moonlight as a member of the 

Plover Fire Department. 

Whereas some who start this career are from a long line of fire and EMS personnel, I 

am the first of my family to pursue this field.  I originally took my first class (First 

Responder) out of sheer curiosity and absolutely loved it - the class was great and I 

enjoyed learning something new that was not IT related.  When class was over, I took 

the next step and enrolled in EMT - Basic, again enjoying the class and learning to help 

people in times of need.  Through class, I made several new contacts, some of which 

invited me to join the Plover Fire Department.  I submitted my application, was 

accepted, and have been hooked ever since. 

What I like about the Fire/EMS field is the learning never stops and there is always 

something new to learn and to seek to master.  After joining, EMS was not enough to 

satisfy my curiosity, so I enrolled in and completed the Summer Firefighter Academy at 

MSTC and have been soaking up training ever since, completing courses as quickly as 

they were offered.  Most recently, I decided to further expand my knowledge my 

completing an Associate’s Degree in Paramedicine from Madison College and 

becoming a licensed Paramedic. 

My current title is EMS Lieutenant, but I will fit in wherever I am needed.  In addition to 

EMS, I am heavily involved in technical rescue.  Whereas some dread knots, hate 

heights, can’t stand enclosed spaces, etc., I am at home.  Each rescue scene is 

different and the challenges involved are what I enjoy.  Not every high angle scene is 

the same and I enjoy working with a team to problem solve and come up with a 

solution to address a situation.  I will have the chance to further participate in tech 

rescue by helping with the Tech Rescue class at MSTC for the first time - something 

that I find very exciting. 

When I am not working on computers or saving lives, I am trying to satisfy my 

unnatural curiosity any which way I can.  While my formal learning might be over for 

now, I always become the challenge to learn something new and to refresh what I have 



learned.  With my paramedic program being over, I hope to work on an interest that I 

have put off for far too long and finally finish my pilot’s license. 

Sometimes it feels like I live at the station, so if you see me, please feel free to say hi! 

 


