
VILLAGE OF PLOVER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 

 

Policy Number: 1613 Section: 1600 SAFETY 

Subject: Occupational Health & Safety Respiratory Protection Policy 

Effective Date: 04/14 Author:  

Purpose: 

The purpose of the respiratory protection policy is to inform members of the 
potentially hazardous conditions they are exposed to and to control occupational 
diseases caused by all forms of contaminated air.  This policy will describe the 
requirements for the proper equipment for each job requirement, face piece fit 
testing, respiratory training, medical evaluation, respiratory inspection, assurance of 
equipment integrity, record keeping, and approved maintenance procedures.  This 
policy is based upon the Occupational Safety and Health Respiratory Protection 
Standard 29 CFR – 1910.134.  This program shall be reviewed annually by the 
department. 
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Guideline: 

Respiratory Protection Requirements 

The Village of Plover Fire/EMS Department requires the use of respiratory protection when the 
atmosphere is or may be immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH).  Respiratory protection 
is also required when the atmosphere is suspected or contents of the atmosphere cannot be 
determined.  Situations where respiratory protection is required includes but is not limited to 
structure fires, vehicle fires, carbon monoxide levels over 35 parts per million (PPM), oxygen 
deficient atmospheres (below 19.5 PPM), oxygen enriched environments (oxygen contents in 
excess of 22.5 PPM), biological and radiological emergencies, and chemical atmospheres.  
Unknown atmospheres will also be entered with respiratory protection.  The use of respiratory 
protection is also addressed in department standard operating procedures (SOP) Administration 
16 - Facial Hair, Operations 12 – Carbon Monoxide Incident Response. 

Selection of Respiratory Equipment 

The department has selected positive pressure self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) that 
incorporates a personal alert safety system and high temperature alarm.  The SCBA’s comply 
with the National Fire Protection Association standard 1981, 1997 edition as well as standards 
published by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). 

Selection of the SCBA was based on historical respiratory history of the department that but is 
not limited to structure fires, hazardous material incidents, confined space incidents, and vehicle 
fires. 

Medical Evaluations 

The Village of Plover Fire/EMS Department shall provide medical evaluations for all members 
that are expected to wear SCBA’s.  The medical evaluations shall be conducted at the time of 
hire and shall be administered through Saints Health Inc.  The physicians administering medical 
evaluations shall be familiar with the various characteristics associated with wearing SCBA’s in 
order to evaluate the capability of individuals to wear SCBA’s.  Such characteristics include but 
are not limited to weight of SCBA, frequency of use, expected physical work, additional 
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protective clothing worn in addition to SCBA, and the duration of time and frequency of 
respirator use.  Respiratory questionnaires and all medical records pertaining to the evaluation 
shall be kept on file with Saints Health Inc. 

The Deputy Fire Chief, Operations shall have primary responsibility for administration of the 
respiratory program.  This individual will be the liaison between the department and Saints 
Health Inc. 

All new members of the department shall have a medical evaluation prior to wearing of SCBA. 

Fit Testing 

All members of the department (and new members prior to wearing SCBA’s) shall be fit tested 
on an annual basis and a record of such test maintained by the department.  The fit test 
procedure used shall be quantitative utilizing the department fit test machine.  The fit test shall 
not be performed with eyeglasses that have temple bars that extend through the mask.   

Training – Proper Use of SCBA 

All members shall receive annual training on the appropriate donning, use and maintenance of 
SCBA’s according to the manufacturer recommendations and department training standards.  
Such training shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Why SCBA’s are necessary and why improper fit, usage, or maintenance can 
compromise the protective efforts. 

2. What the limitations and capabilities of the SCBA’s are. 
3. How to use SCBA’s effectively in emergency situations including situations when the unit 

malfunctions.  
4. How to inspect, don, remove, use and check the face piece seal of the SCBA.  
5. PASS activation, routine maintenance and cleaning, bi-monthly inspection and testing, 

and storage of units. 
6. How to recognize medical signs and symptoms that may limit or prevent the effective use 

of SCBA. 
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7. How to properly conduct and perform a qualitative fit test. 
8. General requirements of standard 1910.134. 

Eyeglasses that have frames protruding through the face piece are not permitted however 
contacts shall be permitted.  Grooming practices shall be maintained per department SOP 
Administration – 16, Facial Hair.   

Maintenance, Inspection, and Testing of Respirators 

All SCBA’s shall be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.  This 
information shall be recorded on the department bi-monthly SCBA check form and retained by 
the department.  Air cylinders used for SCBA shall be maintained fully charged with air and shall 
be re charged when the pressure falls below 90% of the manufacturer’s recommended pressure 
level. 

The minimum inspection of SCBA’s shall consist of: 
1. Check to make sure that the unit functions properly. 
2. All connections are tight. 
3. Examine the components of the SCBA that they are in good general operating condition. 

These components include but are not limited to the face piece, head straps, valves, 
connecting air supply line, and the elasticity of straps and any signs of deterioration. 

Firefighters shall be responsible for checking the general operation of the SCBA and their face 
piece on a bi-monthly training night basis and following each use.  Prior to each use all 
members using SCBA shall test for a proper face piece seal before using the SCBA. 

Any SCBA or face piece not found in proper working order shall be removed from service until 
the deficiencies have been corrected.  Upon finding defective equipment firefighters shall notify 
any officer immediately. 

Firefighters shall be responsible for the cleaning and disinfecting SCBA’s and face piece.  They 
shall be cleaned and disinfected after each use.  When not in use face pieces shall be stored in 
the canvas bag provided to each firefighter. 
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All SCBA air cylinders shall be hydrostatically tested at the time intervals mandated by the 
manufacturer.  The department shall maintain maintenance records for all air cylinders used in 
conjunction with SCBA’s to ensure that they are tested at the proper intervals. 

The department shall also maintain an inventory and maintenance record on each SCBA unit to 
track the testing, repair and maintenance on any SCBA unit. 

Repairs to SCBA’s shall be made by factory approved maintenance personnel.  This shall not 
be applicable to daily, monthly maintenance that does not warrant factory approved 
maintenance personnel. 

All SCBA’s shall be flow tested and inspected annually by factory trained personnel and the 
results recorded as part of the permanent maintenance record of the unit. 

Breathing Air 

Breathing air supplied by the department‘s breathing air compressor shall be maintained to a 
minimum level of Class D.  The breathing air shall be sampled and tested by an independent 
testing agency on a quarterly basis.  Results of the air tests shall be posted on the compressor. 

No air cylinders shall be filled that do not meet the NIOSH certification standard and no air 
cylinder shall be filled that has a hydrostatic date that is not current. 

The breathing air compressor shall be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendations. 

Responsibility 

It is the responsibility of all members to use respiratory protection in unknown or contaminated 
atmospheres and per department policies.  It is the responsibility of individual firefighter’s to use, 
maintain, test, disinfect, clean, and assemble all components of their self-contained breathing 
apparatus to ensure proper operation and to afford the maximum protection in potential or actual 
toxic atmospheres. 

 


